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NAIEA/NY Spring Gathering 
Theme: Strength in Unity 
Friday, May 20, 2022 

Seneca Niagara Casino Resort Meeting Rooms 

A  G  E  N  D  A 

Time Space/Room Topics 
7:30-
8:30am 

Pre-Conference 
Area 

Meeting Area 
Hallway 

On-Site Registration 
 
Continental Breakfast 
Vendors 

8:30-
9:15am 

Hawk ABC Traditional Opening—John Block (Seneca), Language & Culture Teacher, 
Faithkeepers School 

 
Welcome, Introductions 

• Mr. Matt Pagels, President, Seneca Nation 
 
NAIEA/NY Association Status 
Scholarships and Awards 

9:15-
10:30am 

Hawk ABC Morning Plenary— NIEA and NYSED Updates 

--Native American Education Association 
Rusty Creed, J.D. (Lenape, Delaware), Deputy Director of Administration, 

National Indian Education Association 
 
—NYSED Native American Unit Update 
Clarissa Jacobs (Mohawk), Coordinator 
 

10:30-
10:45am 

Meeting Area 
Hallway Morning Snack Break 

10:45-
11:30am 

 

A. Wolf A 
 
B. Wolf B 
 
C. Deer 

 
 
 

D. Snipe 
 

Breakout Session I 

A. Indigenous Language: NYS Certification 
Charles Rinaldi, facilitator 

B. Building a Safe Indigenous Community in Academia 
Ann Deer (Mohawk), Queens University 

C. Digital Media in Education: From Artistic Expression to Language 
Preservation and More 
Terry Jones (Seneca), Producer, Writer, Director at TornJersey 
Media 

D. St. Regis Mohawk/Roswell Parker Indigenous Research Summer 
Program 
Dr. Rodney Haring (Seneca) 
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Time Space/Room Topics 

11:30am-
12:30pm 

 

A. Wolf A 
 
B. Deer 
 

C. Snipe 
 

Breakout Session II 

A. Indigenous Language: Certification, cont’d 
Charles Rinaldi, facilitator 

B. CRT (Culturally Responsive Teaching) 
Lori Quigley (Seneca), Ph.D. and Hugh Burnam (Mohawk), ABD 

C. Beginning Healing Through the Education System 
Diane Shenandoah (Oneida), Syracuse University 
 

12:30-
2:00pm 

Hawk ABC Buffet Lunch—Co-sponsored by Seneca Nation President’s Office 

Plenary Session 
Julian Guerrero, Jr. (Comanche & Kiowa), Director, Office of Indian 

Education, U.S. Department of Education 

 

2:00-
2:45pm 

 

A. Deer 
 
B. Snipe 
 
 
C. Wolf A 

 
 
 

D. Wolf B 

Breakout Session III 

A. Superintendents/District Administrators Roundtable Discussion 
Dr. Lynn Fusco, Supt., Erie 1 BOCES, facilitator 

B. Surviving the Pandemic 
Denise Waterman (Oneida), Math Specialist, and Nancy Powless 
(Onondaga), Retired 4th Grade Teacher, Onondaga Nation School 

C. 600 Pages: The Story of a Silenced Haudenosaunee Curriculum 
Now over 40 Years Old 
Neal Powless Hawhenawdi:es (Onondaga), Syracuse University 
Ombudsman 

D. Indigenous Language Immersion Nest: Best Practices 
Whitney Nephew 
 

2:45-
3:00pm 

Meeting Area 
Hallway 

Afternoon Snack Break 

3:00-
3:45pm 

 

A. Snipe 
 
B. Deer 
 
 
C. Wolf A 
 
 
 

D. Wolf B 

Breakout Session IV 

A. How to Advocate at the State Level 
Dr. Stanley Harper (Muscogee Creek), Supt., Salmon River CSD 

B. Voices from Tribal Education Departments 
Trudy Jackson (Seneca), Nancy Williams (Seneca), Seneca Nation 
Tribal Education Department Directors 

C. Building a Mentor Program for Students by Centering Indigenous 
Educational Practices 
Karina Flagg (Seneca), Donald White (Seneca), Justin Schapp 
(Seneca), Salamanca CCSD Chief Diversity & Equity Officer 

D. Early Childhood/Head Start: Embedding Language into a 
Continuum of Care (CoC) Classroom Curriculum 
Gaehnew Printup (Seneca), Seneca Language Teacher, Seneca 
Nation Early Childhood Learning Center 
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Time Space/Room Topics 

3:45-
4:30pm 

 

Hawk A & B Wrap-up Session and Raffle Winners Announced 

 Next Steps/Events 
 Executive Board Nominations 
 Raffle Prizes 

Traditional Closing-- John Block (Seneca), Language & Culture Teacher, 
Faithkeepers School 

 


